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 Sri Sri Radha Govinda Gaudiya Math

 Sri Sri Radha Govinda Gaudiya Math

Construction of a Vedic Temple 
with Ashram Facilities in

Sriman Mahaprabhu and His Mission

G audiya Vaishnavism is a spiritual move-
ment founded by Sri Krishna Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu in India in the 15th century. 

‘Gaudiya’ refers to the Gaudiya region (present 
day West Bengal/Bangladesh) with Vaishnavism 
meaning ‘� e worship of Vishnu (Krishna)’. Its 
philosophical basis are Bhagavad Gita, Srimad 
Bhagavatam as well as other puranic scriptures 
and the Upanishads. Sri Krishna Chaitanya Ma-
haprabhu (1486–1534) is the Yuga Avatar of Su-
preme Lord in Kali Yuga, i.e. He is the incarnation 
of Godhead appearing in this age of hypocrisy. His 
appearance is prophesied in innumerable revealed 
scriptures, as e.g. in Vishnu-sahasra- nama-stotram 
of Mahabharata, where the form and activities of 
Mahaprabhu are described:

सवुण र्वण हमेाो वरानादी ।
सासकृमः शाो िनाशािपरायणः ॥

“He appears with a golden complexion. His 
limbs are the colour of molten gold, His body is 
extremely beautiful and decorated with sandal-
wood pulp. He accepts sannyasa and is always 
equipoised. He is fi rmly fi xed in His mission of 
propagating Bhakti Yoga and the highest abode of 
peace and devotion.”

� e Modern Era
As time passed, the theology and practice of this 

pure devotional line were buried in ignorance and 
misconceptions. At this precarious time, in 1838 
Srila Bhaktivinoda � akur was born in Birnagar in 
the district of Nadia in West Bengal. After coming 
in contact with the life and teachings of Sri Chait-
anya Mahaprabhu he focused all his activities on 
the study and distribution of Mahaprabhu’s mes-
sage. He was the fi rst to send Gaudiya Vaishnava 
literature to intellectual circles in the West. In 
response to the prayers of Bhakti vinoda � akur, 
that someone has to preserve the pure devotional 
precepts and practices, the Lord sent Srila Bhak-
tisiddhanta Sarasvati � akur as his son. As a mere 
youth, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati � akur vowed 
to stay unmarried and renounced his entire life, 
and preached fearlessly the divine message of Ma-
haprabhu. He was the fi rst acharya who would not 
hesitate to engage all modern technical inventions 
in the service of the Lord. After the disappearance of 
his father and his spiritual master Srila Gaurkishora 
Dasa Babaji on March 7th, 1918 he took sannyasa, 
the renounced order of life. On the same occasion 
he founded the Gaudiya Math with its fi rst centre in 
Sridham Mayapur, Mahaprabhu’s birthplace.

Who established the Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mission?

T he founder acharya of Sri 
Krishna Chaitanya Mission 
is Om Vishnupada Srila 

B.V. Puri Gosvami. He appeared in 
1913 in a small village in Berham-
pur district, Orissa, India. After 
completing his study of Ayurveda 
he opened a hospital and simul-
taneously led Gandhi’s freedom 
movement in Berhampur district. 
After coming in contact with his 

spiritual master Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati � akur, he 
got the understanding that real freedom means freedom 
from material bondage or illusion. So gave up his worldly 
obligations and fully surrendered to his Guru. Due to his 
vast learning and deep realization of the spiritual science of 
Srimad Bhagavatam he received the title ‘Bhagavat Achar-
ya’. Indeed, he memorised all 18,000 texts of the Srimad 
 Bhagavatam, and was able to answer any question on it.

After taking sannyas in 1940, He has started the Sri 
Krishna Chaitanya Mission in India. While preaching the 
message of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu he established 26 
Gaudiya Maths in India, Italy, Spain, Mexico and Austria, 
additionally initiating thousands of disciples in the chant-
ing of the Holy Name.

Present Acharya in Austria
Before he left this world he 

gave his dear sannyasi disciple Sr-
ipad B.S. Muni Maharaj the order 
to initiate interested persons into 
the chanting of the Holy Name 
and to establish a temple for Sri 
Sri Radha Govinda in Austria. � e 
temple should serve as the Central 
European headquarters of the Sri 
Krishna Chaitanya mission and be 
a place for the cultivation of spiritual life, according to the 
ancient Vedic tradition.

Madhva Nimbarka Ramanuja Vishnuswami

Sri Krishna Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu

Achintya Bheda Abheda Tattva
� e combination of all the philosophies of the four 
Vaishnava sampradayas

Brahma Sampradaya Kumara Sampradaya Sri Sampradaya Rudra Sampradaya

Complete defeat of atheistic 
theories and service to the de-
ity form of the Lord, accepting 
the deity as an eternal spiritual 
being. 

Love of God unpolluted by 
fruitive activities and specula-
tive knowledge. 

Exclusive dependence on 
Supreme Lord and the path of 
spontaneous devotion. 

� e necessity to take shelter of 
Radha, the Lord’s eternal con-
sort and the fountainhead of all 
energies and high esteem for the 
love of Krishna as shown by the 
inhabitants of Sri Vraja, espe-
cially the gopis of Vrindavan.

Sri Krishna Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu

Srila Bhaktivinoda 
� akur

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati � akur

For more information please contact the group of devotees 
coordinating donations at krishna.vienna@gmail.com 

or  contact the temple team at temple@radha-govinda.at 

Visit the temple website at www.radha-govinda.org

For more information about new temple construction, dona-
tions collected, and the listing of donors, please visit 

http://radhagovindawien.wordpress.com

Present Temple Address:
Wienerbergstraße 29a/Top3

1120 Wien, Austria

Subway: U6 Philadelphiabrücke

Bus: 7A, 15A, 63A Stop Eibesbrunnergasse

Tel/Fax: +43 1 812 05 74

temple@radha-govinda.at

New Temple Address:
Mühlenweg 1–6
2514 Traiskirchen, Austria 

� ough the new temple site is located on the outskirts 
of Vienna, it will be well connected for those commuting 
with public transport. � e authorities have already agreed 
to build a stop on the Badnerbahn, almost in front of the 
temple. (� is local tramway runs from Vienna Opera to 
Baden.)

NEW TEMPLE PROJECT

 T, A
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Gaudiya Math in Austria

T he Sri Sri Radha Govinda Math’s lineage is based 
on the ancient teachings of Bhagavad Gita, Srimad 
Bhagavatam, Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, the Upan-

ishads, Puranas, Vedanta-Sutras and the large reservoir of 
scriptures by the saints, sages and gosvamis from Vrinda-
van. Followers of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu are mainly 
focused on the achievement of pure bhakti for Sri Radha 
and Sri Krishna in the Vaishnava tradition of the Gaudiyas. 
Establishing the the Sri Sri Radha Govinda Math in Austria 
adds a further chapter to the spreading of the treasure of 
India to the western countries.

Inspired by his divine master, Sripad B.S. Muni Maharaj 
current acharya of Gaudiya Math Austria returned from 
India in 1998 and desired to establish a centre in Vienna. 
Soon after, a regular temple program was established in 
a small rented store, and the „Verein für Hindu Gaudiya 
Vaisnavas” was registered for this purpose. 

Since then many sadhus have visited this centre, and 
in June 2000 Sri Sri Gauranga and Radha Govinda murtis 
were installed by Srila B.V. Puri Goswami Maharaj. � e 
great local and international interest led to the decision 

to fi nd a larger facility. In 2001 a new location was rented 
and converted to a Vaisnava temple and ashram. Many 
devotees participated in the annual festivals and some 
even decided to stay in the ashram. More and more dev-
otees of the local Hindu society started to visit the math 
regularly. 

Constructing a New Temple
Gurumaharaj Srila B.V. Puri Goswami was pleased by 

the sincerity of the math in Vienna. After he visited the 
temple several times he expressed his desire to establish a 
bigger centre under the guidance of Sripad Muni Maharaj, 
which should serve as the European headquarters for the 
Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mission. Since 2004 Muni Maharaj 
and many other devotees have envisioned a new temple 
construction project with bigger premises for fulfi lling the 
religious and spiritual needs of those living in and visiting 
Austria. 

Continuing with the vision of a bigger temple in Aus-
tria, property was acquired in Traiskirchen in 2008. After 
long and diffi  cult negotiations, the municipality of Trais-

kirchen issued an offi  cial building per-
mit for the construction of the temple 
in January 2014. 

� e Temple foundation was laid 
down in April 2014. On May 2nd, 2014, 
the auspicious day of Akshaya Tritya, 
Ananta Sesha was installed, under 
the blessings of Sri Krishna‘s birthstar 
Rohini. � is was followed by Silanyasa 
Prayoga and Bhumi Puja.

� e opening of the new temple is 
planned for Autumn 2015. Presently 
the shell is being constructed and will 
soon be fi nished.

Request for Contributions and Donations

A ll devotees are sincerely requested to contribute 
towards the great cause of constructing the 
Radha Govinda Mandir in Austria. � e temple 

will serve the needs of all devotees and spread the Hare 
Krishna Maha Mantra and the teachings of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu across Europe. Your generous contribution 
is invaluable.

All donors who have contributed a minimum of € 500 
will be included on the donor list in the new temple. You 
may contribute towards the construction cost of one (€ 
800) or more square meters or even one complete ele-
ment as listed in the table. As well, you may contribute 
any amount in your name, or that of a family member. 
Donations are also kindly accepted in monthly instal-

ments that suit you. We also encourage donors to spon-
sor the construction of a complete unit, as indicated on 
the list, according to their will and capacity. Such donor 
names and their donations will be included on the list.

Non-Financial Contribution
� ose who have special skills which are relevant to the 

construction work of the temple could contribute these 
in the form of ‘karseva’. As well, the donation of necessary 
building materials would be appreciated, or other items 
needed for temple maintenance.

Please contact  temple@radha-govinda.at for such op-
portunities and time windows.

How Much Does the Temple Construction Cost?

Shell ground fl oor € 180,000
Shell fi rst fl oor € 120,000
Marble altar € 6,000
Marble kirtan hall € 20,000
Altar door € 2,000
Kitchen € 30,000
Main entrance door € 4,000

Windows ground fl oor € 18,000
Windows fi rst fl oor € 13,000
Tiles for ashram € 12,000
Water installation € 45,000
Heating system € 50,000
Roof construction € 120,000
Fencing of the plot € 6,000

� e fi rst Hindu Temple being built in Austria 
by Sri Sri Radha Govinda Gaudiya Math, 
according to the Agama Sastras. 

Total Cost € 1,200,000
Devotees’ construction seva € – 400,000
Reduced Cost € = 800,000
Donations collected € – 200,000
Funds required € = 600,000

All donations are requested to made to the following bank account:

Mandir seva
IBAN: AT23 12000 10008634262

BIC: BKAUATWW

Please do send an email stating your name, address, donation amount and in whose name you 
have made the donation to krishna.vienna@gmail.com

Construction cost for 1 m2 is estimated at € 800

What Does the New Temple Off er?
� e ground fl oor includes the altar, kirtan hall,  kitchen, 

entrance room, temple shop, store rooms, heating sys-
tem and lavatory. 

On the fi rst fl oor there will be an ashram for devotees, 
offi  ce, library and a conference room. 

� e grounds surrounding the temple will off er the op-
portunity for relaxation and meditation, as well as space 
in which children can play.

An ashram for matajis and a guest house are planned 
for the future, based on the fi nancial support received. 
However, at this time the primary focus is on the con-
struction of the temple‘s ground fl oor, and the fi rst fl oor 
ashram.

Every spiritual path has an avenue of participation, an opportunity to give back to the universe for a better 
future (through tithing, dasvandh and so on). While this is traditionally one-tenth of one’s income, many 
people give whatever they could. It is a spiritual practice through which one builds trust in the ability of the 

universe to respond to the energy that one take. 
Our scriptures not only tell us what we must do, but they also tell us what we will reap from our actions. � e act 

of giving to such a noble cause is not something that depletes our resources, in fact it causes them to increase.

Excerpts from from Srimad Bhagavad Gita
Donation for the construction of this particular type 

of temple qualifi es as ‘satvik daan’ or noble charity. It is 
considered the highest form of charity as it is selfl essly 
done. 

यज्ञदानतपःकम र् न ा ंकाय र्मवे तत ् ।
यज्ञो दान ंतपवै पावनािन मनीिषणाम ् ॥

[Lord Sri Krishna said to Arjuna:] “� e practice or 
acts of (Vedic) sacrifi ce, charity and austerity is not to 
be relinquished, but should surely be performed. (Vedic) 
Sacrifi ce, charity and austerity purify even the great souls.”
 — Srimad Bhagavad Gita, 18.5

Excerpts from Srimad Bhagavatam
मदच सितामिरं कारयेढम ् ।
पुोानािन रािण पजूायतोवािशतान ् ॥

[Lord Sri Krishna said to Uddhava:] “� e devotee 
should more fi rmly establish my deity worship by con-
structing a beautiful temple, along with fl ower gardens. 
� ese gardens should be set aside to provide fl owers for 
the daily worship of the Deities as well as for festival 
occasions.

पजूादीना ंपवाहाथ महापव र्थाहम ् ।
क्षतेापणपरुगामाा मााितािमयात ् ॥

“One who off ers the Deity gifts of lands, shops, towns 
and villages, so that the regular worship and special 
festivals may continue, will achieve opulence equal to 
my own.”

If one donates land, marketplace or other assets and 
constructs residences for pilgrims, so that with the 
income the worship of the deity can be maintained 
he will achieve opulence that is as good as that of the 
Supreme Lord. (Commentary by Srila Prabhupada 
Bhaktisiddhanta)

पितया साव र्भौम ंसना भवुनतयम ् ।
पजूािदना बलोकं ितिभम र्ातािमयात ् ॥

“By installing the Deity of the Lord, one becomes the 
ruler of the entire earth. By constructing a temple for 
the Lord, one becomes the ruler the three worlds (i.e. the 
whole universe). By worshiping and serving the Deity, 
one attains residence in Brahmaloka and by performing 
all three, one achieves a transcendental form like My 
own.” — Srimad Bhagavatam, 11.27.50–52


